The Benefice of Malpas & Threapwood & Bickerton
The Second Sunday of Epiphany
Sunday 17th January 2021

The Collect

Almighty God,

in Christ you make all things new:

transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace,
and in the renewal of our lives

make known your heavenly glory;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen

Prayer
Eternal Lord,

our beginning and our end:

bring us with the whole creation

to your glory, hidden through past ages
and made known

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Psalm 139: 1-9; 17-18

1 O Lord, you have searched me out and known me;
you know my sitting down and my rising up;

you discern my thoughts from afar.




2 You mark out my journeys and my resting place
and are acquainted with all my ways.

3 For there is not a word on my tongue,

but you, O Lord, know it altogether.

4 You encompass me behind and before

and lay your hand upon me.

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,

so high that I cannot attain it.

6 Where can I go then from your spirit?

Or where can I flee from your presence?

7 If I climb up to heaven, you are there;

if  make the grave my bed, you are there also.

8 IfI take the wings of the morning

and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,

9 Even there your hand shall lead me,

your right hand hold me fast.

17 How deep are your counsels to me, O God!
How great is the sum of them!

18 If I count them, they are more in number than the sand,
and at the end, I am still in your presence.

Gospel reading: John 1:43- end

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him,
‘Follow me.” 4Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 4Philip
found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him about whom Moses in the law
and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 4 Nathanael said to
him, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’




47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an
[sraelite in whom there is no deceit! ¥*Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to
know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.’
49Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!
°Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree?
You will see greater things than these.” >’And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you,
you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon
the Son of Man.’

Reflection on Psalm 139 from Revd Helen
Today’s reflection is contained in a short video which Helen has made. You

can access it via this link:

https://youtu.be/CNX5ZPR755M

With greetings to you all from The Rector and Revd Helen
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